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• Walk to School Day           11 February 
• Meet the Teacher Class Meetings         16 February 
• First Parentlink Meeting 2.00 pm in the staffroom       17 February 
• Board of Trustees Meeting 7.00 pm         23 February 
• School Picnic (postponement date 26 February)        25 February 
• School Hangi (date to be advised)         March 
• Mulching Day with WCC          30 March 
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Kia ora, Nameste, Shalom, Talofa, Konchiwa, Guten Tag, ni Hao, Kia orana, Hello, Hi 
 
Welcome back to the start of the school year everyone. It is such a joy to see our wonderful students and staff back in the school 
again… and looking so refreshed and re-energised for the new year! The excitement and enthusiasm throughout the school today 
was fantastic. We hope that you have all had a great start to 2010 and are ready for another great year of learning at Owhiro Bay 
School. We certainly are and can’t wait to see some of the amazing developments your child(ren) will make over the next 11 
months as we work together with you to support their growth. 
 
We acknowledge that there is so much learning that occurs in all of our lives… much of which is outside or beyond the school day 
and school programmes. As teachers we work to connect new learning with prior experiences so that students can make links and 
build on their existing skills, capabilities and knowledge. We endeavour to provide authentic learning connections with our students’ 
world eg: local beach, while also providing for their individual and diverse learning needs. After our ‘Teacher Only Day’s’ we wanted 
to share some underlying ideas about learning with both students and you as we set out on our learning journey’s in 2010. 

 

 
 
Learning is… 

• Intellectual, social, emotional and cultural 
• Diverse and different for each individual 
• Takes time 
• Is linear and erratic 
• Happens by design and chance 
• Happens in school and homes, workplaces, clubs, communities, societies 
• Active and conscious rather than passive 
• Natural and universal …we all do it and we often take it for granted 
• Goes on throughout life – regardless! 
• Is about change 

    From Stoll, L, Fink, D. Earl, L (2003) It’s About Learning (and it’s about time) 
 

So, one of the great things that we can all do for our children is to keep on talking with them and asking them about their learning. 
You might like to think about some of the following questions as a guide to chatting with your child(ren) about the amazing things 
that the are learning each and every day – both at school, at home and in the many other aspects of their lives eg: sports, family 
gatherings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do we know about learning? 
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To Angela Peng, Culhane Clark, Thomas Robinson, and Finley Schumacher-Sundberg who joined children in 
Room 5 today,  to Cameron Ruka-Karauti who joined children in Room 4  and to Alex Conti-Leslie who joined 
Room 1.    Welcome also to their families to our school community 
 
To KIDSCO After School Care programme that is now operating in the school from 3.00—6.00 pm daily.    For 
further details, please look at their website www.kidsco.co.nz or contact the office for their flyer. 

����

PRINCIPAL/PARENT CUPPA & CHAT 
 

Please remember Karen is available on 
Monday mornings at 9.00 am for a cuppa 
and a chat. 
 
If there is anything you would like to dis-
cuss/chat about or wish to have clarified—
please join her then or feel free to speak to 
Wendy and make an appointment to come 
and see Karen at another time if the      
Monday morning does not suit you. 
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EMAILING NEWSLETTERS 
In an effort to reduce paper and cost,  from Week Three (Wednesday `17 February), we will be emailing         
newsletters to parents/caregivers who have provided their contact address..    If you have changed or yet to   
provide us with your email address, please do so before next Tuesday.    Thank you. 

 
 
 
Some questions that might help in learning conversations are:- 
 

• What great question did you ask today? What did you find out from this? 
• What was a goal you had for today? How do you know that you reached it? 
• How did you do that (eg: a reading activity, a mathematics problem, a piece of artwork, helped someone out)? How 

else could you have done that? 
• What do you need to figure out another way to do this? 
• Who did that a different way? 
• What was hard about doing that? 
• What could you do when you were stuck on that? 
• How could you help someone else do that? 
• What else would have made that easier for you? 
• How could it have been taught better? What would help you to do this better? 
• How could you make that harder for yourself? 

 
Have a great week everyone. We look forward to talking with you and having a great year together. 
 
 
Ka kite 
Karen 



� � � 
 � 
� � � 
 � 
� � � 
 � 
� � � 
 � 
 ����
To George Theodorou for removing the old kitchen joinery from the hall kitchen at the end of 2009.    We really appreciated your 
help George. 
 
To Steve Kelly and Sandy McNaught for donating their time to install the new kitchen in time for KIDSCO to begin After School 
Care programmes today. 
 
To Andrew Ioannou for the urgent repair job yesterday  to the ballustrude outside Room 5 which was damaged over the holidays.     
Thanks Andrew for looking after the health and safety of our children. 
 
To the parent that notified the school of the corrosion to the safety barrier outside the school.    WCC have undertaken to repair 
this barrier to ensure the safety of our children. 
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A NOTE FROM WHAEA LISA AND WHAEA 
KAHU 

Kupu Hou (new word for the week) 
Haere mai, nau mai  =   

Welcome 
 

Pronounciation :  Ha-ear-re my, now my 
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Every effort is made to present accurate information. 

The Board of Trustees does not accept responsibility for any inaccuracies. 
The Board is unable to accept responsibility for guaranteeing the goods or services advertised. 
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